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meniation of the price or value of the public lands, and from the sconomy
which it would institute at the public oflices, and in the INational wourks
and means of deience.

To make this Work the great, central Highway of the Union, appeared
to be the common object of the Governments that incorporated the Canal
Company—and when the Legislature_s of Virginia and Ma;r_yla.nd agreed to
enlarge 1is dimensions, 1o adapt 1t o tie conunerce of the Nation, lhey ¢x-
pected that the Government of the United States would extend iis aid to the
enterprize, so far as this might be"Wanifed o finish the Canal—That expec-
tation seemed for a while to be well founded. It was encouraged by the
concurring opinions of all departments of that government, and justified by
its subscribing One Million of Dollars to the work ; and also by its appro-
baticn of those acts of the municipal authorities, of itz creation, within the
District of Columbia, which broadly pledged their own resources, for a still

teater sum, Tdised by the use of their credit, in aid of this enlarged canal.
The state of Maryland, encouraged by the cheering prospect of such co-op-
eration, subscribed $500,000 to begin the work, and Virginia, approving
these measures, has extended her welcome aid, by subscribing $250,000 to
the undertaking, . .. . - AN AR

“or this,'r_i;i;gniﬁcent work, nearly one hundred and €ight miles, from tide
water, have been constructed in the most skilful- and faithful manner, and
fora less sum than the estimate of -its probable cost. The greatest obsta-
cles within the, range.of the Eastern sectioni have been already overcome.

:::ﬁut,'d'i‘mi:,u‘l'tics of another description, alike unforseen and unexpected,
now: beset this enterprize, and. threaten to arrest its progress, after 4} Mil-
licus of Dollars have been applied to its construction—and when the ex-
senditure of only 2 Millions more, would complete the Eastern section—
make this a productive source. of Reverue; and develope inexhaustible ele-
ments of boundless power;-and: bring into circulation, annually, produc-
tions of the Miuesy:ifi value, at ance exceeding the moiety of its whole cost!

““With * this nepr:; prospect ;.of. great usefulness and profit before it, the

ngg;;ag;:c?rcezgzg-g that-its funds would be quite exhausted, by its con-
tfgq}t_s".fog-‘:\\'oyk,now. being finished, applied to the government of the United
‘States for turther aid during the past session of the present Congress—but
without success; and the power or right of that governmenty to grant such
aid has been recently so emphatically questioned, and is at present doubted
by{_;sb many of its prominent members, as to render it quite probable, ihat
thie much needed assistance may not be obtained from that quarter, in due
scason ; although it is possible that partial success may attend the applica-
tion for aid which the Convention lately addressed to that government in
behalf of this Work. )

What course the Conumonwealth of . Virginia mav pursue towards this
improvement, which she very naturally regaurds, morc as a Maryland work

iesae

than prqperly her own—uvhile she has others of great magnitude within
her territery, that depend upon and claim the exclusive application of her

resources—and whiist the Nutional government, wave

g g .. | ’ s
weary of welldoing,” is quite problematical :—although there is much rea-

son to hope, that her government will liberally extend the further aid, which
has been asked of it, for this work by the Canvention: if not in the formof 2
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subscription to the capital stock, at least by a loan of
tn the Canel Comnanv—inan a nlodac A€ shair toli
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